
From the Bench – March 2020 

Wow!  Talk about a situation that has literally turned the whole world upside down in a 

matter of only a couple of months!  And affecting everybody in some major fashion, re-

gardless of age, sex, social status, race, ethnicity, country of residency, or any other cate-

gory of humanity.  This “thing” has dominated the news world to the extent that nothing 

else takes notice.  Election . . . did we have an election?  And what is one to believe?  

Most of the media outlets have you scared that the end of the world is near, while oth-

ers poo-poo the whole thing as a politically motivated movement.  The truth lies some-

where in between.  Let’s just try to use common sense, be calm, be smart, and do those 

things we are directed to, to minimize our exposure; don’t take risks, and pray that this 

will be over quickly. 

As a result of the above, many, many social events, church services, and non-essential 

businesses and venues have been cancelled or shut down.  How does this affect us at 

CSHA?  Probably hardly anyone has thought about that except for those of our member-

ship who work closely with the weekly operation of our historical buildings.  Neverthe-

less, a few of the planned activities that have been changed, cancelled, postponed, etc. 

are: 

• Starting with April, our regular monthly meetings have been suspended until it is    

apparent that it is safe to convene again. 

• The annual CSHA Benefit Dinner and Auction that was planned for April 24th at   

Meigs High School has been postponed until a later date, hopeful mid-summer. 

• Our planned yard sale in May has been cancelled 

• The Courthouse and Academy hours/days of operation remain the same, however, 

not consistently; if you are interested in visiting, please call ahead (number listed in 

this publication) to be sure we are open; please limit the number in your party to 

five or less, and practice “social distancing”. 

• Our planned dates for our Genealogy Fair/Courthouse Tour, September 19th, and 

for the Meigs Heritage Festival   on the Commons, October 3rd (we have opted for 

cooler temperatures this year) are still set. 

During these trying times, everyone, every business, every organization is or will be feel-

ing the pinch financially.  So how can you help us at CSHA to continue to operate as we 

have in the past, seeing that our opportunities at fund-raising have been diminished?  

Some ways are: 

• Renew your membership by paying your 2020 dues; or, if not a member, sign up! 

• Make a monetary donation; remember us in your estate planning. 

With more time on your hands now, and as you do your “spring” housecleaning, set 

aside items you no longer want, are in good condition,  have some value, to donate  
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Street Car Middleport Ohio  

by Beulah Jones:  

 

Submitted by Kay Jenkinson Williams 

 

The below story recounts a published history of the street-
car line, written by Beulah Jones. Beulah Jones lived on 
Grant St., Middleport, Ohio. This was written in the 1980s. 

The clang, clang of the trolley wasn't confined to St Louis 
back in an era when everyone wasn't in such a hurry to get 
places. It might seem incredible to present residents of 
Pomeroy, Middleport and up-river communities of Miners-
ville, Syracuse, and Racine, but these villages were served 
by a street car line. The cars were a common site from 
around 1900 until 1929 when they were shoved aside by 
the advent of the automobile and the building of the Pome-
roy-Mason Bridge. 

Mrs. Gertrude Mitchell of Pomeroy has much of the street 
car line era in her past as her father, Ray C. Smith, was a 
conductor and two uncles, Cal Stowe and Hayes Roush 
worked on the cars. 

The open-type car was used in summer and was not just a 
mode of travel but provided many a Sunday outing and 
ride along the Ohio River. As with trains and boats, the 
cars were referred to as "she" and as a common refrain one 
heard "She'll be along any minute" or "we'll catch her at 
the corner." Sunday afternoons were for a boy and girl, the 
street car, a bag of popcorn, a chance to ride from Middle-
port and Pomeroy all the way to Racine, lunch at the 
Cooper House, a hotel there, and the ride back. 

Among the motormen were Wilbur Logan, Eddie Hoe-
flich, Herman Warner, Roy Kasper, Ernest Lallance and 
many others. The car line had its beginning as the P&M 
Railway & Power Co. around 1900 since the survey of the  

Middleport Street Car 
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county in 1899 for the power company was made ac-
cording to a map owned by Kasper. The cars were dark 
yellow and numbered 20 to 27. [Most likely the Cincin-
nati curved siders.] The line ran from Hobson train depot 
to Gravel Hill area, up Second Street in Middleport, 
through Pomeroy and up to Racine where it stopped at 
the Drake Hotel.   

There were few automobiles, and roads were not the 
best, so coal miners and railroad employees rode the cars 
to and from work. Conductors sometimes had to wear 
dusters over uniforms because of the crowd of miners 
riding home covered with coal dust. Many persons up 
river rode the cars down to Roedel corner where they 
caught a band or hay wagon for a ride to the county fair-
grounds. The cars were run on a one hour and 20-minute 
schedule and Critt Bradford, Meigs County auctioneer, 
tells of riding cars from Racine to Middleport where he 
was attending Normal School. There were baggage cars 
with freight being hauled only at night with an electric 
motor called a dummy used to carry the car. 

The car line had troubles as some jumped the track, and 
some schedules got mixed up and caused smashups. Col-
lege boys crowding into a phone booth wouldn't have 
bothered Kasper and the others who remembered when 
his car once held 152 persons with some hanging on the 
sides while he walked on the seat backs to collect tick-
ets. Since it cost almost $2.00 for a taxi ride to Pomeroy 
from Middleport, the street car ticket of five cents or 14 
cents to Hobson would appear a bargain. 

The cars had advertising on the sides inside. In order to 
catch a train for Columbus one had to walk to the corner 
stop by 2 a.m. and wait for the car. The car barn stood 
on West Main Street back of Midwest Steel Corporation.   
(Since demolished when MSC burned in 2019.) 

 [Although the 1908 maps show the barn a block further 
down river and adjacent to the street.] But street cars left 
with the great depression and were put out to pasture, 
some going to Louisville, Kentucky, and others to cities 
where they went on with their work. It was the end of an 
era and a way of life and the beginning of our desperate 
struggle with the automobile. 
 

to CSHA as auction items to be sold during our Benefit Dinner and 
Auction later this summer.   

• Be a volunteer at our historical and genealogy research facili-
ty in the Academy Building. 

• Be a volunteer in our Court House Museum;  cleaning, ar-
ranging displays, updating records. 

• Are you a handyman (or woman)?  Volunteer to help out with 
small, routine maintenance tasks. 

 
We have recently updated, upgraded the CSHA Facebook page, 

so investigate our new look (Facebook.com/chestercourthouse)!  

Hopefully it will keep you better informed of our activities and 

events in a timely fashion, and provide you with other interesting 

facts and pictures.  We solicit your comments and suggestions! 

 

 

Dan Will 

CSHA President 

                    __________________________________ 

https://www.facebook.com/kay.j.williams?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdC-R-R&eid=ARC-TF-4rhdJ9p7hqiuQn9nCvL0-vs9K7hb9vhgiNHgM6IhZjrKSZYygWidtmsSDDear-s7tpCINNcLf&hc_ref=ARRX05U-eHahgbROwpC-mltAbyP4osTkNTlCJjmQ-1KIAt_N5aOfLjJXd6q5O7e4jro&dti=322268668200890&hc_location=gr


Volunteers 

          We find that we need to find new volun-

teers to help with the many things that we do to 

keep the buildings open and to improve our of-

ferings.  If you are local and are interested in vol-

unteering, we can find a job that matches your 

skills.  You can volunteer any amount of time-a 

few hours a week or a few days a month-your 

choice.  Please contact us at 740-985-9822 or 

the email address listed on the front page of this 

newsletter.   

An Old World War I Veteran 
By Charlene Hoeflich 

 

While attending the Veterans Day observance held 
on Pomeroy’s downtown parking lot by Drew 
Webster Post 39, American Legion last fall, my 
mind kept going back to a story I had written for 
the newspaper many years ago about an old sol-
dier. 
 
I came home that day and began searching through 
some notes I’d stored away and finally found what 
I was looking for.  It was the notes for the story 
about an old World War I soldier whose name was 
Garner C. Griffin.   He lived alone in a small 
frame house in the rural community of Alfred. I 
visited him a week or so after his 99th birth-
day.   At that time, he was the oldest and one of 
the county’s last two living World War I veterans. 
 
On the wall of his small living room which was 
heated with a wood burning stove hung a picture 
of several soldiers which he told me he had served 
with in 1918 and 1919. 
 
Below was a plaque commemorating his 75 years 
of membership in Drew Webster Post 39, Ameri-
can Legion.  The plaque was presented to him by 
the Legion Post in commemoration of his years of 
membership in the Post. The presentation was 
made to him on his 99th birthday.  He was born on 
April 25, 1896. On that occasion, the honor guard 
of the Legion gave a gun salute to Griffin who told 
me he was “dumbfounded and unprepared for all 
the pomp.” 
 
Mr. Griffin, who stood straight as a poker, de-
scribed himself as “just an old World War veteran, 
no better or any less than any other veteran.” 
All through the interview he showed a keen sense 
of humor. He lived alone, his wife having died 30 
years ago and he said that their only daughter had 
died in 1991. He admitted that for him life had not 
always been easy. 
 
He described himself as being at the “tail end of 
a long line of Scotch Irish people and as everyone 
knows their hobby is humor.” That showed up as 
we talked during the afternoon. 
 
He told me he liked gadgets, maps and ribbons, 
white socks and shirts, and ancient history books. 
He said all of his bookcases were full and that was 
why some books were piled high on the floor. He  

described his interests as being discussions of 
“everything from Bible explanations to the Crucibles 
of Creation, to evolution.” 
 
Griffin said he was born four miles out of Coolville on 
the fruit farm of his grandfather, Chris Sham, on April 
25, 1896. and his family moved to Alfred in 1901. “I 
came from a long line of educated Scotch-Irish people 
whose hobby was humor,” he commented. 
 
As for his service he said that he didn’t enlist, he just 
“waited for them to take me.” It was 1918 and he was 
22 years old when he was called into service at Camp 
Sherman near Chillicothe.  He noted that the pay was 
$30 on this side and $33 in Europe. He said that he 
had come to the conclusion that “war is useless.” 
He described his life as being good for the most part 
but said it was “really tough now.” 
 
Not too long after that visit Mr. Griffin was admitted 
to a nursing home where he died. 
 

Looking Back 

TIERS OF HISTORY 
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Civil War Era Money 

By Michael Roberts 

Since the Civil War era many merchants have en-

couraged business by issuing tokens, or vouchers for 

goods or services.  Tokens were produced predomi-

nantly in metal, that being bronze, brass, aluminum, 

copper, nickel and rarely other metals.  Some early 

tokens were produced in cardboard, more recent 

ones in plastic.  The most common types were for “5¢ 

in trade”, although denominations of 1¢, 2¢, 10¢, 25¢, 

50¢, $1, and $2 were known.  Other, odd denomina-

tions were less commonly issued. 

While many of us Meigs Countians, present or previ-

ous, used or at least saw some of the more recent 

plastic tokens, few if any of us remember the metal 

ones, most of which were gone by WWII. 

In Meigs County most of the tokens were round but 

many different shapes were occasionally used.  One 

of the two rarest Meigs County store tokens is in the 

shape of a horse’s head.  Octagonal tokens are 

found as are four-lobed, square, eight-lobed, and 

one with 32 small lobes.  One is in the shape of the 

Liberty Bell.  Another is square with the corners round-

ed inward.  Still another is horseshoe-shaped.  Anoth-

er heart-shaped, another 16-lobed. 

Merchant tokens from the following towns in the 

county:  Long Bottom, Chester, Dexter, Dyesville, 

Hemlock Grove, Middleport, Reedsville, and Tupper’s 

Plains are known to me.  I suspect there are others I 

am not aware of. 

While I indicated that many of the tokens were good 

for “5¢ in trade”, some are good for “5¢ in merchan-

dise”.  Another “in goods at the store”, “in goods”, 

“one loaf of bread”, “at bar”, and for the Electric 

Railway, “one zone fare”. 

Most, but not all, of the tokens say something like 

“Good for…” on one side and have the name of the 

store and (usually) the name of the town on the oth-

er.  To my knowledge only three tokens have pictures 

on them.  Two have the very similar Indian and that 

side resembles our Indian head penny.  The third has 

the head of Liberty and resembles an early U.S. large 

cent.  This is the rarest Meigs County token. 

The smallest are about the size of a penny and the 

largest the size of a half dollar.  A very few have one 

blank side and a few have a small hole in the center 

and a few have different shaped holes in them. 

As far as I know the two largest collections of Meigs  

County metal tokens belong to my friend Bob Graham, 

and to the author.   

Each of us have over a hundred different ones from the 

county with each having several varieties that the other 

does not.  Between us we have about 130 different to-

kens.  We believe that perhaps 20-30 more varieties exist 

which are reported, or lying in a drawer somewhere. 

A token which has a merchant or store name but gives 

no location is referred to by token collectors as a 

“maverick”.  Some “mavericks” can be attributed to a 

store or merchant by virtue of where it was found and 

store or merchant names corresponding to that location 

during the time when such tokens were in use.  Several 

examples can be identified.  One example is “Arthur 

Hess”.  Best known by his nickname “Boo”, he owned 

and operated the Century Bar in Pomeroy.  One identi-

fied maverick is marked “E.O.T.” from Tewksbury’s bar-

bershop in Pomeroy.  It is definitely attributable because 

it was obtained with paperwork from the old token man-

ufacturer’s sample retain files. 

A closer look at the tokens and stores that issued them 

will follow. 

Many of these tokens are scarce-to-rare and some are 

known to Bob and myself by only one or two examples.  

The first town I will discuss is Long Bottom.  There is but 

one merchant token known from there and it is one of a 

kind to date: 

“The H.F. Chase Co. General Merchandise. Long Bottom 

Meigs County, Ohio” 

Besides being the only specimen from Long Bottom it is 

also the only one that says “Meigs Co,” on it.  Aluminum 

and about the size of a nickel, the reverse reads “Good 

for 5 cents in merchandise”.  The second town is Chester 

where one company issued tokens.  Only three speci-

mens are known, each a different denomination.  Made 

from bronze or brass, they are about the size of a quar-

ter.  All are marked on the front: 

“Shank & Higginbottom, Dealer in General Merchandise, 

Chester, O.”  The reverses are “Good for (2¢, 25¢, 50¢) In 

Trade” 

Like Long Bottom and Chester, tokens from Dexter are 

very scarce.  Examples are known of two merchants.  

The first is “The Store”, which is on the obverse of this to-

ken along with C.F.Bowles Dexter, O”.  The reverse says 

“Good for 1¢ in Goods”.  It is aluminum, about quarter 

sized. 

(Continued next column) (Continued on page 5) 
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New Chester  

Cookbooks  

For Sale 

$20.00  

(Civil War Era—Continued) 

Two bronze examples are known from “C.E.Murray 

Dexter, O”.  On the reverse is “Good for (1¢ or 5¢) 

In MDSE”.  The token is about nickel sized. 

Dyesville is also represented by two merchants in 

which one was the successor to the other.  The ear-

lier of the two is “Curry Bros. Dyesville Ohio”. Re-

verse for the three known examples is “Good For 

10¢ In M’D’SE Only”.  The token is hexagonal and 

quarter sized.  The 25¢ token is four lobed and a bit 

larger.  Larger and square is the 50¢ example.  The 

1¢  token is eight lobed and quarter sized.  The 5¢ is 

octagonal and moderately scarce. 

The later merchant is “Curry and Romine”.  Evident-

ly one of the Curry brothers left the business or died 

and was replaced by Romine.  Whereas the Curry 

Brothers examples all show much age and wear, 

the Curry and Romine show much less aging, par-

ticularly the higher value tokens.  The Dyesville to-

kens are some of the most common from our coun-

ty. There are eight denominations:  1¢, 2¢, 5¢, 10¢, 

25¢, 50¢, $1.00 and $2.00.  The $2.00 is the only to-

ken of that denomination known from Meigs Coun-

ty.  One-dollar tokens are also rare. 

These tokens range between nickel and quarter 

size.  The tokens say only “Curry + Romine” on the 

obverse and “Good For (amount) In Trade” on the 

reverse.  The $2.00, $1.00 and 50¢ are round, the 

25¢ is octagonal.  The 10¢ and 5¢ are somewhat 

oval.  The 2¢ eight lobed, and the 1¢ is 32 tiny-

lobed. 

To be continued. 

Some examples of tokens collected below. 
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Kiashuta and Washington in Meigs Co. Ohio 

Submitted by Jim Smith 

Chester Shade Historical Association 
And SAR Member 

This story will be more about the Seneca Indian Chief 

Kiashuta than George Washington.  These two men hav-

ing met along the Ohio River on October 28, 1770 

around Long Bottom and then making camp somewhere 

close to the DAR Marker just below The Shade River 

confluence with the Ohio River. 

George Washington, Dr. Craik, Captain Crawford and 

several others left Fort Pitt on October 20, 1770 to ex-

plore and survey western lands for himself and soldiers 

of the French and Indian War.  These lands would be 

“Bounty Lands” for soldiers to settle for their service in 

the war.  The boundary was set at the Ohio River.  All 

land North and Northwest of the Ohio River was Indian 

Land by Treaty of Stanwix 1763. 

George Washington remembered this Kiashuta from his 

1753 trip into the Pennsylvania wilderness, on a mission 

to Fort LeBeouf, to deliver a message to the French.  

Kiashuta acted as a guide for Washington to guide him 

and Christopher Gist to the upper Northwest part of 

Pennsylvania.  This is where I’ll begin my story of Ki-

ashuta. 

There are many different spelling’s for Kiashuta’s name 

but they all are the same person, “meaning stands up 

(or sets up) the cross”.  He was born about 1725 along 

Genesee River in the State  of New York.  The Seneca 

were one of the six main tribes of the Iroquois Confed-

eracy located mainly in the New York region and fa-

vored the French as their allies in all matters.  In 1755 

General Braddock was moving West to Fort Duquesne 

to take back the Fort from the French.  We know that 

Kiashuta was part of this battle against British forces 

that were totally decimated by French and Indians.  In 

1758 the British succeeded taking the fort and re-

named it Fort Pitt.  After 1759 the French left the West-

ern frontier for good leaving their Indian allies to fight 

the British alone. 

The British took control of all forts in the Northwest  

Territory after 1761.  This was the beginning of anoth-

er conflict known as Pontiac’s Rebellion! Pontiac was 

an Odawa (Ottawa) leader. Kiashuta and Tahahai-

adoris were circulating a large red wampum belt, 

known as “the war hatchet” to all native Indians 

around the Detroit Area.  Sir William Johnson tried to 

prevent an all-out war but it was not enough.  Pontiac 

took every fort in the Northwest except for the 

strongest forts in the frontier, Fort Detroit and Fort 

Pitt.   

Kiashuta and his Senecas along with the Delawares 

fought in a siege against Fort Pitt.  Colonel Henry Bou-

quet was sent out to relieve the troops at Fort Pitt.  

Along the way Kiashuta and Indian warriors attacked 

Bouquet at Bushy Run.  This battle took place on Au-

gust 5, 1763, in a wilderness perfect for the Indian 

style of fighting.  The British put up a heroic fight on 

the first day almost losing to a determined foe.  The 

second day, August 6, 1763 was up close and some-

times hand-to-hand almost to the brink of defeat.  A 

last forlorn hope plan was put in place at the last hour 

and the British won the day.  I visited this battle site 

in October 2018 and viewed the entire ground where 

the battle took place 257 years ago. There are still 

about 10 – 12 unidentified graves of soldiers belong-

ing to (42nd Regiment of Foot) and (77th Regiment of 

Foot) at the Bushy Run Battlefield State Park located 

in Jeannette, Pennsylvania.  In July 4-13, 1765 Ki-

ashuta traveled to Johnson Hall for a peace treaty 

with the British and signed the Symbol of the Wolf on 

the treaty and peace was established once again with 

the Seneca’s.  For the next 10 years Kiashuta worked 

on keeping the peace between Americans, Native In-

dians and also the (Royal British Crown). He was con-

stantly on the move in the Northwest Territory mak-

ing contact with all the important tribes, fort com-

manders and the British Crown representatives.  He, 

also, helped keep the six nations in a neutral position 

during the beginning of the Revolutionary War.  For 

this service, the Continental Congress gave him a 

Colonel’s Commission and a silver gorget.   

However, the Native People eventually came over to 

the side of the British Crown in 1777.  Kiashuta start-

ed at once to work for the Royal and Indian cause.  

Kiashuta took part in the bloody Battle of Oriskany in  

(Continued on page 7) 
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upstate New York, then attacked Fort Ligonier in De-

cember 1777.  He led a party of warriors to Han-

nastown, Pennsylvania, burned it to the ground and 

went on to attack Fort Henry at Wheeling, West Vir-

ginia in 1782.  When the War of Revolution was over 

the Seneca’s made peace with the Americans and Ki-

ashuta’s influence was just about finished.  He was 

now an old chief without much power.  Most of the 

Seneca influence was possessed by Kaiutwahku (or 

the Cornplanter).  Kiashuta’s last act of diplomacy 

came in 1793 when he and Cornplanter visited the 

American General Anthony Wayne at Fort Pitt.  Corn-

planter’s efforts of diplomacy earned him a grant of 

land in Pennsylvania commonly called The Cornplant-

er Grant. 

The death of Kiashuta is not confirmed and the burial 

place is conflicting with other printed stories.  Here is 

what I have found in other related stories about burial 

sites for Kiashuta.  Kiashuta was not buried on The 

Cornplanter Tract as some have said.  His last days 

were spent at his cabin on property owned by General 

James O’Hare on the north side of the Allegheny River 

(across from Highland Park) in 1794.  Here he died 

around 1800, not sure of the exact year.  This proper-

ty was passed on to General James O’Hare’s grand-

daughter, Mrs. William M. Darlington.  The site of Ki-

ashuta’s cabin was obliterated about 1920 when the 

Pennsylvania Railroad built sidings between Sharps-

burg and Aspinwall. 

Kiashuta’s grave was not far from the Darlington Man-

sion.  In the summer of 1919, reported to be the re-

mains of Chief Kiashuta, were removed from the Tu-

mulus (mound) and deposited in the Carnegie Muse-

um, in Pittsburg.  At the same time the remains of six 

or seven other Indians were removed from the old 

Indian Mound.  Today there is nothing left of the Dar-

lington Mansion or Kiashuta’s cabin.  The Darlington 

Family always referred to the name of Guyasuta for 

their house and estate.  The Railroad even established 

Guyasuta Station between Sharpsburg and Aspinwall.  

Today Camp Guyasuta owns 129 acres of the original 

Darlington Estate, which is part of Boy Scouts of 

Kiashuta—continued from page 6 

Kiashuta’s final resting place is on the Custaloga Town 

Scout Reservation located in French Creek Township, 

Mercer County, Pennsylvania.  His stone marker reads 

“Gayasooter 1810”. 

In relation to the burial of Kiashuta I have read two con-

flicting stories about this matter.  The first story I have 

already mentioned.  The second story goes like this:  A 

person of good reputation interviewed a John Martin Jr., 

in 1819, who said he assisted in the burial of three Indi-

ans on his farm.  One of these was called Chief (Guy-A-

Sooter).  He said he made a coffin for Guyasooter, and 

after it was finished the Indians asked him to cut a hole 

in it so (GuyAsoota) might “see out”.  He went on to say 

“They buried all his wealth with him; his tomahawk, gun, 

and Brass-Kettle”.  Martin pointed out the grave of the 

Chief, and the spot has always been recognized as the 

actual grave by other pioneers in the neighborhood.  I 

believe this is the same site as the Boy Scout Camp in 

Mercer County, Pennsylvania.  The Carnegie Museum 

should have information about the excavation in 1919 

on the Darlington Property.  At any rate this important 

Seneca Indian Chief played a major role in early Ameri-

can History.  Here in Meigs County we have paid great 

tribute to this man by naming another Boy Scout Camp 

in his honor; Camp Kiashuta, located on Scout Camp 

Road just outside of Chester.   

The Boy Scout Camp Kiashuta in Meigs County, Ohio is 

now owned by the “Friends of Camp Kiashuta” as of the 

summer of 2019.  

Pictured on page 8 is a picture of the Camp Kiashuta Log Cab-
in.                                      References 

The Journal of George Washington 1770 by Jared Sparks, Vol. 2, 1846 

Wikipedia  

University of Pittsburgh – Archive Service Center 

Dictionary of Canadian Biograpy, vol. 4, by Thomas S. Abler, “Kayahsota” 

 

 

“NOTICE TO ALL” 

Our website “chestercourthouse.com” now has an 

Online Store.  All transactions will be made through 

“PayPal”.  You will be able to purchase items that we 

have for sale here at the Court House, pay your 

dues, register to be a member, and send donations, 

all with your computer or handheld device.  All items 

that are available at the Court House are listed on 

the Online Store.  Click on the “Select a Link” tab. 
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Camp Kiashuta—Summer 2019 

Chester Courthouse / Museum 

               Memorabilia 

                         By Linda Blosser 

In January of this year (2020) Hershel (Sonny) and 

Rhojean McClure donated the pictured wooden Bar-

rel Butter Churn, made in the 1800’s. 

The use of butter dates back to 2000 B.C.  Inventors 

produced 100’s of different types of churns over the 

years like ceramic, wood, metal, etc.  Some sat on 

tables, some on stands, and some on the floor. 

Some had paddles to stir the butter, some were just 

shaken.   

The churn the McClure's donated to the Court House 

has a handle to pull the tub back and forth in a rock-

ing motion and no paddle inside.   

It also has a small glass inspection window on the lid 

to see if the butter is done.   At the bottom of the bar-

rel there is a plug to drain off the butter milk. 

The only markings we could find are “G2” and 

“C12”.  If anyone knows anything about it, please let 

us know and we will put it in our newsletter! 

A Note of Interest 

Flat Stanley a visitor from our area school, East-

ern Elementary, rode up to the Court House this 

past week!  He was sent by Lillianna Schultz to 

check out the museum displays.  While he was 

there he met a friend named Linda.  Linda and 

the other ladies there have collected an enve-

lope full of pictures of Flat Stanley for Lillianna 

to share with the other students when they get 

back to school.  We are including a picture of 

Flat Stanley in this article for all to see. 
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Cat’s Meow Collectibles 

Chester Court House, Academy, Rainbow Bridge 

And Chester Township School 

  We now have collectible wooden plaques from the 

Cat’s Meow in Wooster, OH.  The price is $25 each, 

CSHA members get a discount on the first one.  We on-

ly have a few left.  You can get them at the Chester 

Academy during our open hours of Monday, Wednes-

day, Friday and Saturday, 10-4.  We will mail them with 

an extra charge for shipping and handling if you cannot 

pick them up. 

Chester Court House 

Chester Academy 

Chester, Ohio Rainbow 

 

Send News Letter stories and information to:   

You may contact the Courthouse with  your stories or other items 

of interest to be included in the newsletters.  Send to one of the 

mailing addresses or email addresses below.   

Judy Buckley                              Dave Schatz 

Chester Academy                               51984 Rye Road 

46454 SR 248  P. O. Box 44                            Reedsville, OH 45772 

Chester, OH 45720                             740-667-9712 

740-985-9822                            dschatz1939@yahoo.com 

chestercourthouse@windstream.net 

For Genealogy Articles: 

Kaye Fick 

38092 Green-Up Lane 

Long Bottom, OH 45743 

740-985-4115 

A Short Story—Author Unknown 

Ferry Boats on the Ohio River Between Belpre, Ohio 

and  Parkersburg, WV. 

The first Ferry Boat used in the Parkersburg Area was the 

“John Buck”.  It was built in 1854 at California, PA.  It was 

used to ferry passengers between Parkersburg and 

Scott’s Run, now Moore’s Junction in 1857 and 1858 for 

the Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad at Marietta and the 

B&O Railroad at Parkersburg, WV.  It was last used in 

1858.  It was later replaced by the “Virginia Home” and 

the “Freestone”. 

In 1869 the B&O Railroad moved the “Mount Clare” 

from the Wheeling area to Parkersburg to run the Ferry 

business between Parkersburg and Belpre until the B&O 

Railroad Bridge was finished in 1871. 

The next Ferry Boat in the Belpre/Parkersburg trade was 

the “Maggie Paden” in 1877.  It was owned by the Paden 

family and Capt. J. Henry Shaw.  It was caught in the ice 

in 1896 and destroyed. 

The “Maggie Paden” was then replaced by the “Nina 

Paden” in 1897.  The “Nina Paden” was named for Nina 

Paden the Granddaughter of Maggie Paden.  It ran be-

tween Belpre and Parkersburg until 1916 when it was 

sold to the new Parkersburg Bridge Company.  In Febru-

ary 1917 the bridge company sold it to Ashland, Ken-

tucky and was renamed “City of Ashland”.  It ran be-

tween Ashland and Ironton, Ohio until the new bridge 

was built there.  She was then sold to Fullerton-

Portsmouth Ferry Company, which named her “Captain 

John”, and ran ferry service between Portsmouth, Ohio 

and Fullerton, Kentucky.  During the big flood of 1937, 

she was ferrying passengers across the Scioto Rivers 

bottoms.  On January 21, 1937 she struck a log and sank. 

In 1951-1952 the State of West Virginia closed the 

Parkersburg/Belpre bridge for repairs, during this time 

the Thomas brothers of Belpre , who operated the bus 

service in Belpre started a Ferryboat service, using a tow 

boat and a large barge to transport both autos and 

trucks between Parkersburg and Belpre. 
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Chester Shade Historical Association 
                                   

 Adult Membership $15/year                  Lifetime Membership $150 

Donations 

                      Please send your check to: 

                    Chester Shade Historical Association 

                    P.O. Box 44 

                    Chester, Ohio  45720 

 

In 1995-96 Members of the Daughters of American Revolution and 

a small group of local people came together to save the county’s 

earliest history,  Meigs County’s first Courthouse.    

The Chester Shade Historical Association trustees  and volunteers 

have  worked very hard  to  preserve  the Chester Courthouse, built  

in 1823 and the Academy built in 1840. Both buildings are in use 

and open to the public.   We  have worked over 20 years to save 

what was preserved and make these beautiful buildings useable.  

Continued help is needed to maintain  the buildings and keep them 

open to the public.  

You  can help  by becoming members of CSHA and through dona-

tions. 

Or go to our Website:  Chestercourthouse.com  

and use our Online Store to pay with PayPal or 

make a  

donation. 
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2020 CSHA Membership 

Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each year. 

$15.00 Individual Adult,  $150 Lifetime Membership 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name:  _________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State:  ________ Zip:  _________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ 

(if email has changed, we are asking you to verify your email address) 

Student Name (s): _______________________________________________ 

Number of Persons:  Family ______, Individual _______, Student ________, Amt. Pd. ______ 

Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________   Amt. Pd.  ______ 

(Please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will contact you) 

__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy 

__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA 

__ I have stories to tell 

                                            Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!! 

   

 

 

 

Yes, I would like to volunteer! 

  

Name ____________________________________      I can volunteer:  One day a week ______________ 

Phone ____________________________________     One day a month _____________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________     Occasionally ________________ 

           As needed __________________ 

  

Preferred day:  Monday __________Wednesday ___________  Friday ____________  Saturday _____________ 

 

We are open 6 hours a day M, W, F, S  from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

If you do not have a membership card attached to this newsletter it means that your dues 

have not been paid for this year.  That means that you are no longer a member. 

If you wish to continue as a member of our Association you must get your dues paid now.   

Thank you,   CSHA 



ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Your Dues Count 

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization. 

It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possi-

ble to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical 

programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership 

page and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and end 

on December 31 of each year.   
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